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I 



SUBJECT: Information on KATYN Sorest Incident 



f 

• ■ TO: Assistant Chief of Staff 

j General Staff, U.S. Arioy 

i Washington 25, D.C. 

l 

I 

^ 1. References: Item DA 19 of DA TT 5755, 14 April 

[ 1952, concerning forv/arding of information on the KATYN 

[ Forest incident, and Department of Army cable. Ref. No. 

I DA-906414, dated 15 April 1952. 

j 2. Forwarded herewith are three (3) reports received 

I from USFA Field agencies concerning the 1^ATYN Forest 

massacre. 



3. This office interposes no objection to release 
of information contained in Inclosures 1, 2 and 3 to the 
Congressional Committee investigating the KATYN incident 

a. I dentity of source, in Inclosure No. 1 
(L-25879, 4 April 1952) i s properl y safeguarded. 

b. Identity of SHvdOVIC , Rudolf in Inclosure No. 

2 (LR-1 ,065-X-52 , 2 April 1952) is properly safeguarded. 

0 . Identity of source in Inclosure No. 3 (L-25917, 
10 April 1952) is properly saf^uarded, as well as the 
identity of source’s friend, CHESROT, Leo. 

4. Copy of this report, to include Inclosures, has 
been forwarded to the Director of Intelligence, Headquarters 
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European Command, for information only, -witli instructions 
that contents are not to be released to Congressional Sub- 
committee currently in Europe. 




5. Classification of this letter may be downgraded 
to "Confidential” upon removal of inclosu 
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A/A C of Staff G2 
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3-2-52 22 April 1952 



3UBJaCT: Inforraation on KaTTS Forest Incident 



TO: Assistefnt Chief of Staff 

General Staff, U.3. Army 
l?a 3 hlngton 25, D.C. 



1* Heferenoes: Item DA 19 of DA TT 5755, 14 Ap r il 
1952, concerning forwrarding of information on the KATYN 
Forest incident, and Department of Army cable. Ref. No. 
DA-906414, dated 15 April 1952. 

2. Forwarded herewith are three (3) reports received 
from USFA Field agencies concerning the KATYN Forest 
massacre. 

3. This office interposes no objection to release 
of Information contained in Inclosures 1, 2 and 3 to the 
Congressional Coxamittee investigating the KATYN Incident 
providing that: 

a. Identity of source in Inolosure No. 1 
(1-25879, 4 April 1952) is properly safeguarded. 

b. Identity of SIMOVIC, Rudolf in Inolosure No. 

2 (LR-l,065-jU52, 2 April 1952) is properly safeguarded. 

0. Identity of source in Inclosure No. 3 (L-25917, 
10 April 1952) is properly safeguarded, as well as the 
identity of source’s friend, CHBi^OV , leo. 

4. Copy of this report, to include Inclosures, has 
boon forwarded to the Director of Intelligence, Headquarters, 
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Suropean Comioand, for inforxnatlon only, with instructions 
that contents are not to he released to Congressional Sub- 
committee currently in Europe. i 

/ 

5. Classification of this letter may be downgraded 
to ’’Confidential" upon removal of inoXosufes. 

il', v-'\ 





] liman d, bothwbll 

j Colonel OS 

J A/A 0 of Staff 02 

( 3 Incls: 

DL-25879, 4 Air 52 (CIC) 

2) LR-l,06S-X-52, 2 Apr 52 (MIS) 

3) L-25917, 10 Apr 52 



2 



SECURITY INFORMATION 

QCQuLlT 



DECLASSIFIED 

Authority NND 52848 by AMW/MP on 7 Sept 2012 




/^CURTTY INFORM AT 



AGENT REPORT 



t. NAME OF SUBJECT OR TITLE OF INCIDENT 




2. DATE SUBMITTED 



rii 



4. REPORT OF FINDINGS 



KATYN FCEr^T INCIDENT 



3. CONTROL SYMBOL OR FILE NO. 



4 Arxi.L1952 



1/25879 




The follovdng infonaation \ms obtained after this office received an 
anonymous letter stating that the v«*iter was in possession of information con- 
cerning the alleged massacre of Polish persons in the Katyn Forest near 
Smolensk, USSR, and that if this office vas interested it vas possible to con- 
tact the writer by neetirig him at ^omenade, Tina, Austri^ The xmdersigned 
made the initial contact and obtained the foHo'id.ng information t Evaluation: 
Source: "F” (reliability unknown); Information: ”3” (possibly true'; , 

Source stated that his motives involved in disclosir^ information con- 
cerning the Katyn Forest incident evolved from the fact that the honor of the 
German Army was involved and that he desired that the true facts be presented 
to the American authorities. Source stated that during World War II, he was 
a member of the Abi-iehr Kommando III bei Ileeresgruppe I'dtte (?4ilitary Intelli- 
gence Command III, Central Group of Armies), and that his military rank was 
that of Feldv/ebel (Sergeant). On 12 September 1941, Source's unit was ordered 
to hold strategic points and prevent the destruction of all doctiments and 
records during the drive on Smolensk, USSR. The Central H Q of the NKVD was 
captured and Source was part of the detail tliat secured the building. After 
the capture of Smolensk, Command KQ was set up in the forest of " Krasni Bor” . 
Adjoining "Krasni Bor” and connected to it by n'jmerous paths vraa "Katyn Forest". 
The bohnhof of Katyn was located where the railroad and the road to Smolensk 
cross. According to the local populace, the forest of Katyn was used by the 
NKVD as a train-ground for the NIOT and was "off limits" to the local popula- 
tion. In the forest the IIIWD had established rifle and pistol, ranges and it 
was not tmeomnon to hear firing during all hours of the daj' or night. Al- 
legedly many trains consisting of box cars or cattle cars loaded with prisoners 
would arrive at the bahnhof at Katjui. These prisoners v;ould be marched into 
Katyn forest and many of the rrisoners wuld be chained. According to the local 
populace, many prisoners entered into the forest and none ever retumed.. It 
was also significant that after the arrival of prisoners, gunfire could be 
heard emanating from the forest. The majority of tlie prisoners entering the 
forest were in uniform. While checking dociments in the rnWD HQ in Smolensk, 
a tynei/ritten list was discovered. The list allegedly contained approximately 
tvrelve thousand (12,000) names, most of vjhich seemed to be Polish and there 
were dates (allegedly birthdates) and professions alongside many of the names. 
The list and an attached note of the possible extermination was forwarded to 
Berlin, together \dth all the other documents token from Smolensk, USSR. Ac- 
cordir^ to Source, notiiing further was heard concerning the allegation until 
1943, when a directive \ma fonrorded tlvit an investigation be conducted con- 
cerning the alleged extermination of Foies in tlie Katyn forest, Accoiding to 
Source, the investigation was ordered to counteract the Rtiasion jsropoganda con- 
cerning the extermination of Russian civilians by the German Army in Rostov, 
USSR. The local, popiilace xms hired to locate and exhume the graves of the 
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persons interred in the Katyn forest. According to Source, many groves were lo- 
cated, but only three (3) were evened and Source claims to have been present 
when the three (3) graves were exhumed. The graves were approxinately 1&-12 
feet deep} 9 feet wide and 30 feet long. The bodies found in the graves were 
neatly stacked and there was evidence that some of the bodies still had chains, 
Accor^ng to Source, it was then believed by the German lagh Coranand, that the 
typevnritten list found in the NKVD Central HQ in Smolensk, USSR, was a partial 
list of persons interred in Katyn forest. Source further stated that the Ger- 
man High Command had formed an international CoerdLssion to examine the exhumed 
bodies. Allegedly this international commission consisted of approximately 
ten (1/5 persons and a report by this commissior. had been forwarded to Berlin 
during the end of Fiarch 1943, Source believes that the report submitted lay 
this intcsmationol commission is still available, if only it could be fotznd, 

AG?:Wr<s NOTES ; 

Source refused to divulge his name and only after persuasion would ad- 
mit that his ixuie vms(HAINZL, Antony He stated that he was an employee of the 
Austrian govertsnent cz)d that he resided in[t&fahr (Russian Zon^and would xiot 
like the Russian authorities to become aware of the fact that he had r^wrted 
the "Katyn Forest" incident to the American authorities, especially when it 
seems obvious that the Russians were responsible for the extermination of Poles 
at Katyn, 

A file check of the Austrian Keldeamt, Idna, disclosed the followiiig in- 
formation: 




HAINZI., Anton, born If I-Joy 1913 in Ebelsberg, Idnz, married, clerk of 
the Oberoesterreichlsche Landxdrtschaftskammer (ForminB chamber), Austrian 
citizen, wife: Marriane nee Holzinger, bom 31 August 1913 in Spital am Ryhrn, 
Aiistrian citizen. On 19 Hovember 1945, Source and wife moved from Spital am 
Fyhrn to Urfahr, Kaerstrasse 1, and lived \7ith the family Irene Dietz. From 1 
December 1946 to present, Source resides at Kaarstrasse 37, Urfahr, Austria. 
Source was issued ID card f/2351 on 14 September 1945 in Spital am Pyhrn. A son 
was born in Linz on 15 liay 1951, named Anton Alois Wolfgang. ^ 

niZ CHECK ; 

Chock of the files of this Sub-Detachment revealed no record of Source. 
CASE CLOSED. 



SAMUEL P. YARllOTJHSra, 430th CIC Det., 
Sub-Det. "L" (Linz) 
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1 - Sub-Det, "A“ (Salzburg) 
1 - Sub-Det, "C« (Vienna) 

1 - File 



SAiaiEL r, XARKpLIISKX, 430th CIO Det,, _ 

Sub-Det, "t" (Idnz) Q 



-3- 






DECLASSIFIED 
Authority NND 52848 by AMW/MP on 7 Sept 2012 





n 



SECURITY 



INFORMATION 

-QR ' ET 



S 



CCSTANI "B” 

533rd lailTARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE BATTALION 
APO 174 US ARKT 



Report No; LR^l,065-X-52 
Page 1 of 2 pages 
2 April 1952 



SUBJECT : MTYN Massacre 

{OLLAREK, Luddvi^ 

TO ; Commanding Officer 
Co B, 533 ms Bn 
APO 174, US ARMY 



1. In the coTirse of the interrpgiitions of Soia*ce LR-1, 065-52 it 
was revealed that one of his friends ,faIM0VIC, RudoLQ had been a wit- 
ness to the disinterment in the KATYNrorest, 

2. ^IMOVI^ had served as a captain in the Slovak Azmy dtiring WW 

II, and was ^ of an Engineer Company stationed in a village near KATYN, 
at the time idien the mass graves of massacred Polish officers were opened. 
I^IMOVI^told Source that he had repeatedly visited the KATYN forest (date 
unknoi^, and personally had witnessed the disintement. He claimed to have 
seen the opened graves, the corpses with their documents, letters, family 
photographs, etc. still on them, and that at the time to had taken several 
hundred snapshots there with his lEICA camera. also told Source 

that it was his considered opinion that the massacre had been perpetrated 
by the Russians. In addition he had also talked to many inhabitants of 
KATYN and other villages of the district, mentioning to Source the names 

of some of them, which Source, however, was unable to recall. Those vil- 
lagers confirmed^ SIMOVI^that the mass executions were carried out dur- 
ing the Russian occupation of th^ area. This conviction was allegedly 
fully shared by(l)octor SURIK, fna^ a well known Slovak patholorist, lec- 
t\irer at the University of BRATISLAVA, and £mnous Slovak poet jjrriting 
under the nom-de-plume ANDRE ZARNO^. ^UBIuwas then a member of an inteiv 
nationaX commission invited by the Geimans to investigate the mass graves. 
During ©IMOVIC’ 3 repeated conversations withgUBI^in the KARYN forest, 
the latter left no doubt in jSlMOVIC’^mind that he considered the Rtxssians 
responsible for the massacre. 

3. /SIMOVIC, Rudolf^ resided in BRATISLAVA (4809N-1707E) (exact 
address unknown). 

Age: 42; height: IBO cm; build: athletic; face: handsome, ro\md; hair: 

blond; eyes: dark brown; married, no children. 




/A' L Z 
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lR-l,065-X-52 (Cont'd) 

Page 2 of 2 pages 

^psOVl^ an engineer by profession, was as an office employee ^f FOND 
NARODNI OBNOVY (Fund of National RenewalJ)in BRATISLAVA, when Source met 
him last (19 Feb 52). 

He had served in the CSR Army as a Lt with an Engineer Company prior to 
WW II and had been So\irce»s CO in 3C/39, which was the beginning of their 
friendship. During the war he was a Captain in the Slovak Army and CO of 
an Engineer Company, Viihen the German East Front broke down he joined the 
Slovak Nationalist DQUOBRANA (Home Guards). 

He was an anti-Commtinist and after the Commtmist coup in Feb 4B he was 
arrested (date unknown) to stand trial before a People's Coiirt for various 
crimes, one of them being that he had continued to fight (with the DOMOBRANA) 
against the "free people," etc. Source stated that j^IMOVI^ would have been 
given death sentences on each of 4 counts, and prison terms for ot^ri}. 

Bribes collected among a wide circle of friends, and the influence ( lSDNAR, 
Anton (see Report LR^l,065-G-5221a mutual friend of his and Sourced 
prevented his case from beii^ tned, since jLBDNA^ possessed incriminating 
information on the judges. 'jJEDNA^ held a leading position with the [FOND 
NARODNI OBNOV^and then found employment for^IMOVI^in that office, 

4, Source met fSBSDVl^ accidentally on 19 Feb 52. During the course 
of their conversation, the KATIN massacre was ^so mentioned since it had 
received such wide publicity recently, [SIMOVIQ stated that in the event 
the Russians should consent to a new investigation of the massacre, as 
suggested by US Senators, they might interrogate former personnel of his 
company. Some of the officers, e.g.CERANA, Samuel/, a friend of Source's 
an anti-<k>mmuxiist[ahd in Jan 52 CO of an Engineer Company stationed in an 
Engineer Depot in BRATISLAVA, at the intersection of Guttenbergova ulica 
and Svatoplukova ulicftj or some of the former EM might inadvertently 
mention, or be tricted into mentioning, that he had taken photographs of* 
the disinterment, lSIMOVIQ7e:q3ected that the Soviets might then force him 
to testify in their favor, against his own conviction. He appeared afraid 
for his personal safety, and stated that he was preparing to escape from 
the CSR. 

5, Soxrrce believed that fSIMOVIQ/'is not only willing, but anxious 
to put his own observations and photographic evidence at the disposal of 
the US, and that he would cooperate fvilly if contacted and guided to the 
US area of control. 

APPROVED: 

ERNEST LOVE (2009) 

Chief, FS I 
Co B, 533 MIS Bn 
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!. NAME OF SUBJECT OR TITLE OF INCIDENT 

l^urrz, 

^tyn Ifesaacr© Sourco 




2. DATE SUBMITTED 



10 AprU 1952 



3. CONTROL SYMBOL OR FlU NO. 




t 



4. REPORT OF FINDINGS 



PURPOSE OF IWESTIGATION t 



ic opns 

I iNrO: “~ 

ifL IC [ 



|_R £CO RDs F!Lci 






To determine details of SUBJECT’S knovledge of the Katyn aassaorej the 
existence of j^otographic evidence relating to the Katyn masaecre and leads to 
other sources of information on the Katyn massacre o 

REFEREKCES i 

Disposition Form from Headquarters Operations, 430th GlC Detachment, dated 
29 Fobruaiy 1952, Hq Opos. Case No. 4 O 84 , requesting Intenriew of SUBJECT, 

RESULTS OF INVSSTIGATION i 

wat; Initi.-ull, -mcacttid by this Agent 7 !&rch 1952 , at his 
place ’ V : LKolonialvfarenfabrik, Ora?, Styria, Grieekai 32^ t:M i’lvited to an 

interview 01 : :.u «ganii’e lOwiii i-na 'ioiiol L.rahex'i,;ig :.n at 1800 

hcrarso 

During the interview SUBJECT stated in substance that during the early 
days of World War II he had been assigned to the headquajrtars of the German Army 
Railroad ^system in ftissia in the cecity of a su.pply KCO. This hesdouarters 
W 0 .S Iceated near th© town of Gnozdova {5447N-3150S), (British Grid) i^lensk 
Oblast, which was situated between Smolensk &id Briansk, Isyelorussia and appross- 
jijfaatsly one-lialf kilometer from the Kai^ forest, SUBJECT claimed that he had 
discovered tloe mass grave of the IDatyn massacre victims vjhila h€d.ping in the con» 
structioa of a temporary gasoline shed, While digging a post hole SUBJECT’S 
shovel became entangled in what apiieered to be a uniform coat. When SUBJECT re- 
moved the loose diii- frcaa around the coat he discovered the half-decomposed body 
of a Polish offlcei* , When the body was removed from the trench s second body 
was discovered under the first and. a third under the seoend., SUBJECT claims 
that he immediately reported the discovery to Ms Commaiiding Officer and that 
German Amy Headcmair&ers ordered « general exhumation on the same day, 

2tf SUBJB.iT stated that his duties as a ^pply 5K30 necessitated constant 
movement within the vicinity of Katyn and bought him into content with a lai'ga 
segment of the Russian population toward whom he m&b well disposed, SUBJECT 
claims that, althou^sh fraterniaation was strictly prohibited by aerman military 
mil .?: L-.'-i . h: : .r"’ r:'’tiTr*-»’ed a friendship with a yoimg Bsxa&laxx resident of 
One '■ (. , [Leo Ghoaro^ /■. llegadly confided that the magsaere liad b'sen per-^- 

petrafcca rc-pa, 

3, SU3JK5T claims tc have taken e. number of pho'tographs of the Katyn 
forest ^ile the oxbumations were in progress^ although this had be^ strictly 
prohibitstf^ bv- Amcy Eeadquartoi-a * SUPJEGT bolieved that the photographs 
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atill extant amoting his belongings in Bad Reichenhall, Germany, SUBJECT express- 
ed willingness to appear in person before a United States Con^sslon to give 
oral testimony concerning his knowledge of the Katyn massacre and to furnish 
USFA Headquarters with names and addresses of other Austrian sources who may 
be prevailed upon to give testimony, SUBJECT c<^f ided that although Hb is known 
to marr' acquaintances in Graz under the name oftgepp WJJT^ - the used in 

corresponding with USFA Headquarters - his actual name is (Joaef MAVECj /^eu- 
pauejrweg 44» Graz, Styria) aiid that he prefers that his actual identity be 
treated with •discretion. 



4, SUBJECT was requested to initiate a thorough search of his belongings, 
both in Graz and Bad Reicheiahall, Germany, in an attempt to locate the missing 
photographs emd to prepare within limitations a detailed statement of his know- 
ledge of the Katyn massaci*o. 



AGENT «S NOTES} 



On a subsequent visit to this Agent at the Steyr Field Office, St^rr, Upper 
Austria, SUBJECT claimed to have conducted a search with negative iresults. On 
the occasion of SUBJECT'S visit to the Steyr Field Office, SUBJECT prepared and 
signed a sworn statement, original of which is appended hereto as Qdiibit "A” 
and translations thereof as E:idiibit ”B*', Photographs furnished hy SUBJECT in- 
cluding pictures tedcen by him in the vicinity of Ka^yn and one of (leo Chesroy^ 
alleged White Russian source, are appended hereto as Exhibit While SUBJECT 

made the impression that he was within limitations telling the background story . 
Of Katyn exactly as he knew it from '"hearsay" evidence, he is not in a position 
to furnish positive and categorical testimony as to the identity of the actual 
perpetrators. While SUBJECT’S testimony is to a ceartain degree subjective, 
since SUBJECT was admittedly temporarily captivated by the tenets of National 
Sociedism and bitter because he thought the Katyn massacre had been unjustly 
attributed to the German Amgr, his statement seems to conform sufficiently to 
the general pattern of information being established to contribute to the over- 
all evaluation of other soxirces under exploitation^ In his statement, SUBJECT 
chronicles in an Informal fashion the facts as he knows them. 

Additional clarifying details are being prepared by SUBJECT and will be 
incorporated into SUBJECT’S testimony upon receipt. 

Physical location of SUBJECT in the British Zone of Austria, and the 
difficulty of establishing further contact except through postal channels, have 
militated against optimum debriefing of SUBJECT within time llmts desired. 



GEORGE J. BREEN, 430th CIO Det,, 
Sub-Detachment "B" ( Ling ) 
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The original statement in German (Ebdilbit A} is attached to four copies 
only of this repojrt, and photographs (Exhibit C) are attached to the original 
only of this report. 
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STATEMENT 



To the best of my knowledge and belief the following account of the 
mass murder of twelve thousand (12,000) Polish Officers at Katyn, and the 
discovery of their graves is the truth. This statement is made voliontarily, 
without threat or duress or promise of reward. 

In the year 1940 I was drafted into the mountain troops. After receiv- 
ing my basic training I was sent first to Crete, then to France and Netherlands 
and subsequently to Russia, where I received a bullet wound in the head during 
my first engagement. That incapacitated me for qiiite some time. After I re- 
covered, in a hospital in Munich, I was assigned to the F E Kdo (Headquarters 
of the Army Railroad systan) . This Headquarters! was situated between ianolensk 
and Briansk, near the town of Gnezdova. The camouflaged railroad cars in which 
the Headqiiarters was located lie on a siding in a heavily wooded area. In sol- 
diers’ slang they were known as "Schnackendorfer" (gnat villages) or "Rabenliorst” 
(crows’ nests) because of the millions of gnats and the thousands of crows and 
ravens that screeched day and night and played considerable havoc with our 
nerves. Incidentally, I must mention that the director of the Graz Police, Mr. 
(ROSEHV.’IRTifl had denounced me to my parent unit because of my political leanings 
and that €he case followed me to Russia. In spite of my military qxialifications 
I had no hopes for promotion. The highest rank I was able to attain in combat 
was that of a corporal (Obergefreiter) , However, that story does not belong to 
this statement. 



While serving with the F E Mo, I was in charge of supply, and it was 
my responsibility to provide food for my unit. I thus had a chance to move 
around the vicinity of the Headquarters looking for it. Because of this fact, 

I became better acquainted with the area than most of the native Russian inhab- 
itants who seldom left their homes and immediate surroundings, I knew the roads 
to Minsk, Orscha, Vitebsk, Briansk and Krassnibor like I knew the inside of my 
own pocket since I had to ride long distances on a motorcycle or in our auto- 
mobile. Later I was attached to the Headquarters S^aff and my function va.s to 
supejrvise the loading of the troops being sent to the front via rail - a very 
interesting assignment. The Commanding (^ficer of the \init was ^aptain Josef 
SCHKIE}^ who is now a lawyer in Eoitsdor^t near Graz . He would be able to verify 
jj^ statement. The first actual Commanding Officer of this small and secret unit 
was aLGaptain SCHMIEQi (the same name, but not the same person as ^osef SCHMIE^, 
who was subsequently promoted to Major, but then transferred because of some ir- 
regularities he had engaged in. The next Commanding Officer vas[Tlajor DRUFFNER]) 
a Swabian from the vicinity of Nurnberg. After him, a high ranking staff 
officer from Vienna, (Lt Colonel GR0S5^ was assigned to command. I mention this 
only to show the importance of the unit. Next to oxir Headquarters was a small 
motor pool which was charged \d.th the maintenance of the staff vehicles, I main- 
tained good contacts with the motor pool since I was very active and the vehicles 
afforded me eui opportunity to move around the area when I had time off. 

It was a mild day tovfard the end of 1942 as I was helping a ntanber of 
comrades in the motor pool to construct a gasoline shed. I had been on duty 
during the previous night and so I was 'able to do what I wanted during my free 
time. When I dug into the ground for the second time something caught on my 



[security information 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority NND 52848 by AMW/MP on 7 Sept 2012 



-SegreI- 




SECURITY INFORMATIOnJ 

' :3tatenert of JmAUT^ (c'^nt ’d) 



:3tatenert of 




4SE€REfr 



spade and as I pvuJJIed out the spade - the eeirth or sand was very loose - I saw 
a tmifom coat, or rather part of a coat. It toot qxaite a feat of strength to 
pull the whole coat from the soil and then I noted to my horror that I had ex- 
humed a corpse. I hesitated to examine the body because I was trembling so. 

During combat I had seen death often - friend and foe alike - but never before 
had I experienced such a shock. This time it was different because it was dis- 
concerting and not a pleasant surprise to have e:dxvmied a half -decomposed corpse, 

% two comrades assisted in dragging the body from the grave as fresh sand 
slittered back into the opening. We sa\; in amazement that a second body lay 
ijnder the first. At first we had not looked at the first body and now we began 
to examine it carefully. 

The corpse was fully clothed, wore a coat over a \iniform of excellent 
quality and even the shield cap with its typical Polish comers had remained on 
its head. The patent leather boots ~ I was really envious of them - were still 
in good condition, as were the other parts of the uniform. They were wrinkled 
but it would have been possible to use them immediately as everything was well 
preserved and dry. The dead man wore a pistol belt with a loaded pistol still 
in it. It was remarkable that in the pockets of the uniform vere many of the 
small items a man usually carries, such as a wallet with his documents, a coin 
purse, a fountain pen ready for use. On the man’s fingers I noticed three beau- 
tif\il rings. The man was short in stature - I estimate 1,60 meter - and his 
limbs were slender, but I believe it is easy to en* in estimating the size of a 
mummified body lying there like a still doll. The face of the corpse was dark, 
almost black grey. The hands also. A leather glove was still on one of the hands, 
Natxirally, we had no camera with us as we had been engaged in manual work - a fact 
I regret since I will never be able to forget this experience as long as I live. 

We left the mu mm ified body lying on the ground, and I ran to report the discovery 
to my Comanding Officer. Several officers accompanied me to view the body since 
our Headquarters was located less than a kilometer from the scene of the discov- 
ery. I was given another assignment and was thus unable to witness the exhuma- 
tions which were initiated the same day. 

At 0600 hours the next morning I returned to the area and noted that a 
number of Ukrainian PV.’s, who had been working for our unit, together vrfLth some 
of the male White Russian natives were engaged in exhuming the bodies and probing 
for other graves in a circuit of first fifty meters aixi later one hundred meters 
from the first graves. It was thus determined that the entire area for some one 
hundred meters in radius was a mass grave with bodies lying less than one-half 
meter from the surface. On the following day I noticed four or five open graves 
with bodies lying in them and when I returned after three days they had already 
excavated a main trench approximately twenty meters long and four meters wide in 
which I saw so many corpses that chills ran down my spine. I was natiirally very 
interested and noted every detail, and once when I v/as £ilone I photographed the 
main trench although this had been expressly prohibited. I later had a very 
clear copy made, but somehow or other I misplaced it or lost it. In spite of a 
detailed search I have not been able to find it, although my relatives all re- 
member it. I remember the details of the pictvire so v;ell that I am able to re- 
construct it at any time or to make a sketch. I vdll try to describe that picture. 
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In the main trench that had been excavated the earth covering the upper 
stratum of bodies had been cleared. The bodies were stacked in a neat and orderly 
fashion - head upon head and feet upon feet, - but the way the legs of the victims 
were lying one could see that they had been dragged to the grave in a violent 
manner. Each body had a bullet hoAe in the back of the neck, just as on the 
corpse of the first victim I had discovered. The trench was very long and the 
earth had been removed at an angle in such a way that one coiild see that the 
bodies lay not only side by side but layer upon layer, eighteen to twenty layers 
deep. I heard later that the number of women in evening clothes buried there 
almost equalled that of the men, but I myself saw only six or eight women, all 
dressed in evening clothes and t/earing their jewelry, I also saw a priest, easily 
recognizable in his black cassock and white collar, ilirther excavations revealed 
that the bodies had been buried in a slight depression between two movinds and that 
a layer of sand, forty to sixty centimeters deep, had been strevm over the mass 
grave, and dwiird trees had then been planted on the graves as you can see on the 
attached pictxire (see Exhibit Approximately 4,000 bodies had been exhumed 

while I was stationed in that area, although officers estimated that approximately 
12,000 bodies were biiried in the area, and based this figure on the test borings 
that had been made. Later this area was subjected to a terrific bombardment by 
the Russiems and after considerable losses our unit was forced to withdraw. I am 
not in a position to say whether or not more than 4,000 bodies were actually 
exhumed. 



All of us were highly impressed by the discovery of tills mass murder and 
since I had made the initial report we awaited v'ith anticipation for our radio to 
make the broadcast in which the position of our unit would be mentioned and we 
would be given the opportunity to boast a little ourselves. We waited in vain 
for five days and then we heard a discouraging report since it was the Russian 
radio that announced that the Germans had murdered thousands of Polish Officers 
in the Katyn forest, etc. the end of the sixth day the Germans finally re- 
leased the report aixJ this delay was, I believe, an agregious error on the part 
of the Germans since people are moi^ apt to believe the evil they hear of their 
own country than the good. There were many people at heme who believed what the 
Russians said euid that was the reason why I obtained special leave to describe 
my experiences and impressions of Katyn to high-ranking Staff Officers and party 
functionaries in Dresden, Berlin, Muni. oh and Vienna. It happened in this way: 

A lieutenant of our unit visited Munich on leave. In one of the local 
taverns he described the mass grave which he himself had seen and charged the 
Russians with fiill responsibility for the massacre. The people in the inn did 
not believe him and when the lieutenant attempted to enlarge upon the story, a 
fracas ensued and the lieutenant was injured. After the lieutenant's return to 
duty, the incident was brought to the attention of the Commanding Officer who 
ordered me to give lectures on the subject. Those lectiores were very interesting 
to me, especially in Vienna where the lecture was received with mixed feelings 
although I spoke only before officers and party functionaries who were invariably 
accompanied by their ladies. 

I usually had to report to the City Commander who gave me orders to report 
back at a specified time to give my lecture in a large hall which was packed with 
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spectators. Standing on the stage in ray shabby corporal's uniform vdth a few 
medals on ny breeist, I had a black board behind me on which I had to make sketches 
explaining ray lecture. I was sxirprise^ how the atidience responded to the lecture. 
The men showed their anger with catcalls and the women tvirned as pale as sheets. 

I described, exactly what I had seen and how I had felt. I did not adorn the story 
but neither did I fail to describe what I had smelled there, sometimes succeeding 
in nauseating my audience. I took fiendish pleastire in that, because I was con- 
vinced that it did no harm if the people at home got a chance to breathe another 
atmosphere, to breathe the air of the front lines laden with a murderous stench. 
They saw only parties and festivities, elegance and women but they did not realize 
that thousands had to die in internment camps, that thousands were being killed 
in action and that people of their own race were mowing down hundreds of other 
people with murderous machine gun fire because they did not belong to the pure 
German rac€., I, therefore, had a certain sense of satisfaction in forcing an un- 
palatable truth down their throats, even if it was on this solitary occasion. It 
1/,’as remarkable that I was never interrupted during the course of a lecture which 
usually lasted for approximately one hoxir. After I had finished, they seem to 
have regreted that it had not lasted longer since it had been interesting to them. 
To keep my lecture from being too crass, I attempted to interject a little humor, 
e.g., an incident that happened to me at Katyn and to which the audience responded 
with interest and understanding. 

On approximately the seventh day of the exhximations I drove to the site of 
the graves on my motorcycle in order to satisfy my curiosity, parked ray motorcycle 
against a tree and approached the graves. Silence reigned, Not a soul was to be 
seen. Not even a chirp from the birds as is their wont in the woods at home. In 
this entire section I had never seen nor heard a bird, only the crows I mentioned 
before. I vent to the main grave and contemplated the bodies piled rov; upon row. 

I noticed the other excavations on all sides and knew that corpses were to be seen 
in all of them, but momentarily the main grave fascinated me because there I could 
recognize the smallest detail. As I was standing there a gust of wind arose and 
with it a penetrating stench from the corpses which had been lying in the open air 
for as long as seven days. It nauseated me and I lighted a cigeirette since the 
stench was vinbearable. As I began puffing my cigarette my body became paralyzed 
\/ith fright and my heart ceased to beat for the moment as the graves nearby came 
to life. Forms dressed in wrinkled Polish uniform coats, cornered uniform caps 
on their heads, crept out of the graves and reeled tov;ard me. I can truthfully 
say that in this moment my life flashed before me and I commended my soul to the 
Creator because I could think of nothing but that the Polish Officers had come to 
drag mo into their graves because I had disturbed their rest. But then I espied 
the embarrassed grins of some of the Russian inhabitants of the area whom I recog- 
nized as having been working on the exhianations . They had smelled the aroma of 
my cigarette and they had remained in the graves until they could stand it no 
longer. They had crept out of the graves to beg cigarettes from me. Relieved, 

I emptied my cigarette case and distributed all my cigarettes. 

The young Russians had heard the sound of the motor and, because they had 
often been worked over by the German soldiers because of their laziness, they had 
hidden among the corpses and remained motionless in the belief that I would leave 
in a few minutes. But when they recognized me and smelled the aroma of the 
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cigarette they could not contain themselves any longer and crawled out to beg a 
cigarette from me. I, myself, had many acquaintances among the inhabitants and, 
although fraternization was strictly prohibited, the lives of these people were 

of great interest to me and I had been in their homes on many occasions as a 

guest. I had never spoken of Hitler and they had never mentioned Stalin in my 
presence so it was seldom that our conversations were anything but of a private 
nature . 

!tow these young Russians were dressed in the clothes of the dead Poles and 
when I asked how they had managed that, they demonstrated how easily it was done. 
They did not have to bother undressing the corpses. They simply had to tug at 
one corner of the coat, and as the corpse rolled out the coat remained in the hands 

of the Russian, Since it was very cold I didn't see any harm in what they had done 

euid it was vdth a sense of deep relief that I left this sinister spot, Ky heart 
beat faster for a number of days due to the shock I had sixffered and I was unable 
to eat because the stench of the corpses seemed to fill my nostrils. 

Amony my Russian acquaintances was a young man named |j!«oJ Kis mother 
worked for our tinit as a charwoman, and both of them lived on the outskirts of 
Gnezdova in a small thatch cottage which did not look prepossessing from the out- 
side but it made a favorable impression. Although it was strictly prohibited I 
became friendly with these people and I wa^ secretly invited to their home, (A 
picture of this yoimg Russian, ^o CHESRO^ is appended hereto as Exhibit "C".) 

The father of this young friencThad been a school teacher in I^ezdov^and at that 
time he and his older sons were active in combat, he as a Commissar, on the side 
of the Russians, The young man showed me papers which indicated that before the 
war he had attended a school of dramatics in Moscow, He made the impression of 
being extremely intelligent, and spoke and ivTote German with comparative fluency 
as may be seen on the reverse side of the pictuire. He had volumes written by 
French, German and English authors neatly arranged on a beaut if Xil bookcase which 
he had made himself. I did not have the impression that the boo^s had been 
plundered from someone else because he was able to read from these books with 
fluency. From this Russian I discovered the history of the mass murder of Katyn, 

It was mid-1941 (I was not able to ascertain the exact date). The town of 
Katyn is located on the &iolensk-Vitebsk road where the Dnieper River forms a 
major band. On the shores of the rive?:’ ''i a large park with beautiful b\iildings 
belonging to the Russian General TIMOSHiif^KG. One day there arrived from the di- 
rection of Smolensk several hundred, rather approximately one thousand Polish 
Officers, who were accompanied by resonant bands and Russian officers in dress 
\miform, marching joyously through the streets which led to the park of Katyn. 

From there the inhabitants heard cries, shouts, howls, snatches of song and shots - 
shots of fvin thovight the local population. Other members of the population claim 
that for three or four days one special train after another arrived from the di- 
rection of iarsaw-Mlnsk and that every four to five hovirs Polish Officers and their 
ladies passed through the town of Gezdova. After foxir days the noise of the fes- 
tivities ceased and the Polish Officers had been I'.urdered and my friend told 
me that it was beyond doubt, although the reason for it is shrouded in mystery. 

Thj.t was the story of my friend regarding Katyn. 
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I came to the conclusion that the inhabitants of Gnezdova had revealed to 
ovir Officers minor details concerning the massacre since o\ir unit did not seem too 
surprised vhen the mass grave was discovered, but' somehou seemed to anticipate its 
discovery* My opinion was confirmed when I noted the boring survey of the entire 
area which was immediately initiated. 

/ 

Later, in an attempt to analyze the situation, I came to the conclusion 
that these thousands of ioles could not have been murdered simxiltaneously since 
several thousand executioners v;otild have been required to overcome the resistance 
of the intended victims, I believe that it happened this way; 

According to what I had heard from the inhabitants, these Polish Officers 
had been invited by Russia to visit the country as it was allegedly planned that 
Russia would assign large tracts of land in the Ukraine to the Poles, perhaps also 
areas in the vicinity of Katyn. Who knows? Almost all the Polish intellectuals 
were invited to attend the inspection tour and all of them accepted the invitation. 

Ijeeks after the discovery of the scene of the miorders. Commissions arrived 
from various countries to meike an on-the-spot investigation. V.e soldiers were now 
denied access to the area because it was sealed off, but comrades who were on 
guard duty informed us that the Commissions which I myself had seen, viz The Swiss 
Red Cross, The Dutch, English, American and Polish Commissions, had discovered 
important evidence. The Polish discovered the original identity documents on 
nearly every corpse and it was ascertained that almost everj" victim was either a 
member of the nobility or of the Officers Corps whose name was well known to the 
Investigating Commission, There was a number of Polish enlisted men among the 
corpses; so few, however, that it may be assumed that they were orderlies of high- 
ranking officers. Each of the victims had been shot through the neck. Ko other 
injtiries were noticed except that a few skulls had apparently been bashed in with 
rifle butts. Since the Poles had been escorted to the scene of the miorder in . 
groups, I believe that they were also murdered in groups in such a manner that the 
following group had no premonition of what had happened to the previous group. 

That v;ov.ld seem to be the only explanation why the corpses had all their personal 
belongings, jewelry, money and weapons on their persons and lay fully clothed in 
their graves. If a party had been going on for days, they certainly woxild have 
discarded their weapons and overcoats. Since the time interval between the arrival 
of one group and the arrival of the next was limited and all traces of the previous 
group had to be destroyed and the corpses bxuried it was logical to make this one 
exception of not despoiling the corpses before burial since this would have be6n 
too time-consuming, I believe it is evident that even the minutest details of this 
murder were planned in advance. The din of festivities which was heard by the in- 
habitants, as well as the intended victims, was very likely employed by the Russians 
to lull the Poles into a false sense of security. Many of our soldiers in forward 
areas on the Russian front have experienced that the Russians attempt to camouflage 
a liquidation by making enough noise to draw attention away from the executioners’ 
shots. Only in this way would it have been possible to mxirder 12,000 Poles in such 
a short time. 

This statement indicates that the Russians and the Russieins alone bear the 
guilt of having murdered the Polish Intelligentsia, and this should be obvious to 
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all who have seen what I have seen, especially when it is taken into consideration 
that the Germans moved into this area long afterwards. We estimated that the 
bodies had been buried three-fourths of a year when we found them, perhaps even 
longer than that, and it was only because of the sandy soil in the area that the 
bodies were still so well preserved. It was even easy to recognize the features, 
^k>st of the faces registered expressions of fright or terror. 

I was all the more disillusioned after release from the PV.' cage when I read 
the placards in Munich and Bad Reichenhall printed with banner type: "Another 

crime of the Germans discovered, 12,000 concentration camp inmates dressed in 
Polish uniforms and buried in mass graves in Katyn after being shot". I decided 
to remain silent about my experiences because, as a former soldier, I didn't want 
to have anything to do with that sort of politics. Later I might have had ein 
opportunity to sell my documents for a high price, however, I had never considered 
it seriously and today is the first time that I have committed a statement to 
paper. Only seldom liave I mentioned my experiences since it was^ and is, too dan- 
gerous for me to know much about this subject. I am convinced that the East con- 
siders the existence of such proof detrimental. I have been married for twenty- 
three years, have three children, and do not want to endanger my family in any 
way. Today, however, I imderstand that American, is interested in ascertaining 
the truth about Katyn and I willingly place my knowledge of the subject at your 
disposal in an attempt to establish the truth, Austria is hardly in a position 
to be interested in bringing this story to light; perhaps I may even be prosecuted 
by the East, and that is what I want to avoid, 

'' after I was wounded in Russia I was sent back toj^ruex in Su^tenlancS whc»re 

I was charged with the supend.sion of a section of a lurge PV: cage ^talag IV 
The inmates of my section were Englishmen and South Africans who worked in the 
[Bruex Hydrogenation Plant, the larges^ gasolirje producing plant in Germanjljnid the 
place where the V-1 was allegedly manufacture^ Many lost their lives diiring the 
relentless English and American bombardments and thousands of new prisoners took 
their places. There were ali/ays enough soldiers eind prisoners. Because I was on 
good terms with the prisonsrs in my section of the camp, I was transferred to the 
Office of the Paymaster. In the vicinity of our camp there were also Russian and 
Itedian PW cages. The prisoners did not fare too well in these cait 5 )s. Among the 
Soutij Africans was a (Mr, Sam '*ARKS who had been appointed British Camp Qommander 
andjwj whom I was on intimte terms. Attached photographs (See Exhibit "C") 
show both of us on a walk (MARKS^ who owned a plantation and a silver mine near 
Johannesburg, gave me the pictures and his address. Unfortunately, I lost the 
address when I was a PV- and, in spite of repeated inquiries and letters to Johannes- 
burg, I have been unable to reestablish contact with him. He himself wanted to 
remain in contact with me after the war because I had helped him, even during the 
course of the i^ar, to raise the British flag over the PV,' cage. I saw him last as 
he was leaving for South Africa and I have no reason to believe' that he is not 
alive today, I inf ormed (MARK^a of the details of the mass graves at Katyn and, at 
his request, gave him a number of photographs, I did not reeO-ize at the time that 
the photographs were of extr«ne importance and that confirmation of my story might 
depend upon them. 
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This is Diy statement concerning Katyn, 
struct many details with sketches. 



I am also in the position to tecon- 





Sworn and subscribed to before me this 20th day of March 1952 at Steyr f l^per 
Austria. ' 



/e/ George J. Breen 
/t/ QEORQE J. BREEN 
Special Agent, CIC 
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